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What is Source Water?

Source water is untreated water from surface and ground sources. Groundwater
is water from rain or snow that seeps below the ground and pools in cracks and
spaces beneath the earth's surface. It is a valuable resource as it makes up for
over 95% of Idaho’s drinking water. Groundwater supplies are not endless and
can be depleted. Human activities can pollute groundwater so severely that the
damage may be very difficult and costly to clean up.
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What is

Source Water Protection?
Source Water Protection is simply
protecting the sources of water from
contamination or over-use. To ensure
water quality and quantity is main-
tained, managing various influences
should be made a priority. Most
source water protection efforts can be
done at little or no cost. The invest-
ment generates economic vitality and
growth. Communities with safe and
adequate water sources attract settle-
ment, development and business.

What will

Protection Do?

« Ensure that enough safe, clean
drinking water is available for our
communities.

o Protect current and future sources
of Municipal drinking water.

« Safeguard our health and the
health of our families.

« Prevent costly remediation efforts
to your utility system and increases
in utility bills.



